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Society: Book Reviews

Book Reviews
Daniel Murphree, Book Review Editor
Constructing Histories: Archaic Freshwater Shell Mounds and Social
Landscapes of the St. Johns River, Florida. By Asa R. Randall.
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2015. Figures, tables,
acknowledgements, notes, bibliography, index. Pp. xii, 327.
$79.95 cloth.)
Approaches to other cultures often take one of two paths:
explanation or understanding. Randall's Constructing Histories is
certainly the latter, but builds on the work of culture history and
environmental archaeology. It is comforting that this is the case.
In the 1990s we were concerned about what would happen if the
theoretical archaeologists "found" Florida. What havoc would they
wreak? Perhaps the effective chronologies, typologies, and culture
areas forged by John Goggin, Gordon Willey and others provided
a bulwark against these incursions. Randall, however, has found a
way to seamlessly meld the old and the new in this approach to the
Mount Taylor culture-named for a site investigated by antiquarian Clarence B. Moore in the 1890s. The real joy of Constructing Histories is that it explodes the traditional interpretation of Florida's
shell mound Archaic as a history-less, static phenomenon.
Randall makes good use of his introductory chapter to tell
readers what to expect in the coming pages, as well as what they
won't find. We learn that interest in the shell mounds of the St.
Johns River dates back well into the nineteenth century when Jeffries Wyman and others debated the origins of the shell moundswere they made by humans or natural forces? Randall deftly shows
us that assumptions about the shell sites from this nascent period
[108]
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in our discipline have cast long shadows. The introduction and the
following two chapters set the stage for the theoretical approach,
which draws heavily on the ideas of social theorists Pierre Bourdieu, Anthony Giddens, and Michel de Certeau. Much of Randall's approach could be described as landscape archaeology. For
example, he relates in the introduction that one central concept
is inscription, which describes the ways in which the natural world
is modified by people. In fact, a lot of Constructing Histories has to
do with shell sites as monuments-something that archaeologists
have struggled with since, according to the accepted wisdom of
anthropology, hunter-gatherers aren't supposed to be significantly
modifying their environment. Randall's stated goal is to use these
theoretical concepts to formulate a social history of the Mount Taylor culture.
What is perhaps most interesting about Constructing Histories
is that it preserves many elements of more traditional volumes on
archaeology, including historical background, theoretical framework, and environmental background, before going on to the
details of what was excavated, and concluding with a discussion
and interpretation. Chapter 3 is that environmental bridge chapter, but it very effectively uses the theoretical approach to landscape to make this a significant contribution. Randall adheres to
his promise from the introduction that this book is not about the
origins of shellfishing, but deals with previous ideas about environmental change and shellfishing in much the same thoughtful manner that colors the rest of the book, zeroing in on particular sites
and events, but also employing concepts like Jerome Whittington's
bellwethers, which model change from the expected norm. Not surprisingly, Randall works to make the climate and environment part
of the history of the Mount Taylor people, rather than a backdrop
or a deterministic force. A lot of this has to do with water-river
channels, flood stages, storm events, precipitation, etc.-and how
these elements contributed to the rise, persistence, and change of
Mount Taylor people.
The remainder of the book sees the application of the theoretical concepts to the known data for the Mount Taylor culture,
including Randall's own significant work at Thornhill Lake and
Silver Glen Springs. This includes a diachronic perspective on site
types, habitation, ritual, exchange, etc. which allows Randall to formulate a social history that accounts for broader, regional patterns
and very specific local conditions. For example, GIS-based analysis
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allows Randall to conclude that sites were not unstructured, but
that there was a plan that was reproduced over and over againfrequently emphasizing linear forms. Constructing Histories goes
beyond arguments about mounds versus middens and explores
the Mount Taylor world through ideas about placemaking and
the biography of sites. Those who are familiar with Ian McNiven's
work in Australia won't be surprised to see his ideas about living
architecture and ritualized middening make an appearance. Randail
concludes, in part, by arguing that acts of Mount Taylor placemaking resulted in shell sites that linked past, present, and future lives,
with considerable transformation occurring throughout the long
span of the Mount Taylor age. This approach enlivens a period
that has long been thought to be a relatively static and uneventful
2,000-year epoch as everyone was waiting for someone to invent or
introduce pottery.
The book itself is attractive and sports the newer style of
wrapped cover instead of a dust jacket. The figures-there are 49
of them-are reproduced well and complement the text. Maps and
plans dominate the illustrative material, perhaps not surprising
considering Randall's focus on inscription and landscape archaeology. Objects are only figured once-a sample of Florida ArchaicStemmed bifaces. This is not a bad thing, but reflects the focus,
which is decidedly not on objects.
Constructing Histories is a major contribution to the archaeology of Florida and the southeastern United States. It reflects the
best kind of scholarship-one that focuses a contemporary lens on
traditional data and brings a thoughtful approach to excavation.
Personally, I'm delighted to see this as the direction that Florida
archaeology is taking. Perhaps it is not surprising that Randall was
the recipient of the Southeastern Archaeological Conference's C.B.
Moore Award for Excellence by a Young Scholar at their November
2015 annual meeting.
Ryan]. Wheeler

Robert S. Peabody Museum of Archaeology

Thatched Roofs and Open Sides: The Architecture of Chickees and Their
Changi,ng Role in Seminole Society. By Carrie Dilley. (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2015. Acknowledgements,
foreword, illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. Pp. xv, 194.
$74.95 cloth.)
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Throughout South Florida, thatched-roof structures with open
sides that are classically built of palmetto fronds and cypress wood
lend a certain tropical look to tourist establishments, restaurants,
bars, and private yards. Sometimes mislabeled "tiki huts," many
(but not all) of these popular structures are Seminole-built chickees. Chickees are prominent features of Seminole spaces, regularly
appearing in reservation yards and clan camps, tourist attractions,
and off-reservation ceremonial grounds . They serve a variety of
functions that include workplace breakrooms, tourist lodging,
booths for selling refreshments, car ports, recreational shelters,
storage units, gathering places at rodeo grounds and other communal sites, and even, in eight cases documented in this book,
doghouses. At the center of the Seminole Tribe of Florida's flag
is a chickee. In Thatched Roofs and Open Sides, the architectural historian of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Carrie Dilley, describes
chickees in architectural terms, documents their prevalence and
use on a major Seminole reservation, explores their changing roles
over the last two centuries, and introduces some of the economic,
cultural, social, environmental, and political meanings of chickees
in Seminole communities and across South Florida.
With Dilley as guide, readers of Thatched Roofs and Open Sides
acquire understanding of the architectural features and technical aspects of chickee construction and maintenance. As the subtitle suggests, they also learn about the significance of chickees to
Seminoles who build, use, regulate, and remember them. Never
before has there been a systematic study of chickees (the closest is
an informative chapter in Nabokov and Easton's 1989 book Native
American Architecture). Nor had any scholarship on _chickees been
produced by a tribal employee. The second point is significant: as
the architectural historian of the Seminole Tribe, Dilley was authorized to conduct a systematic survey of all chickees on the rural Big
Cypress Seminole Reservation in close collaboration with Tribal
Historic Preservation Office (THPO) cultural advisors Marty Bowers and Jacob OsceolaJr. The survey findings, along with architectural analysis, historical research, and photographs and drawings,
add up to an informative and detailed exploration of chickees at
the intersection of architectural history and cultural analysis.
The book's thesis is that chickees have remained central to
Seminole identity, even as they have changed (e.g., incorporating
new building materials, used in novel ways). As Dilley puts it, "chickees are evolving to meet current needs without losing their cultural
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integrity. Although most Seminoles no longer live in chickees, they
are still an essential part of Seminole culture and identity" (xv).
Some readers will be most interested in chickee design and building methods: Dilley discusses materials used, illustrates thatching
patterns and other details, and chronicles current variations and
historical changes in building methods (but this is decidedly not
a how-to manual). Historians and anthropologists will value Dilley's interview- and archive-based accounts of the multiple meanings and values of chickees in Seminole communities. Through
the chickee, readers learn about U.S. government and private philanthropic efforts to assimilate and allegedly "improve" Seminole
lives in the mid-l 900s. Interviews with commercial chickee builders offer insights into market shifts due to non-Indian competition
in South Florida, as well as into changes within Seminole-owned
chickee building business that struggle to find Seminole employees
in the casino gaming era. Discussion of law informs readers about
restrictions on the harvest of chickee-building materials (under
Seminole law) and the naming of structures as chickees (under
state law). Dilley highlights builders' adaptations to the scarcity of
building materials caused by ecological and land use changes in
rural South Florida. Furthermore, she introduces readers to builders' rationales for incorporating new materials such as pressuretreated pine poles. Data from interviews show that chickees open
a window (or, more accurately, a side) into marriage and kinship,
gender relations, and other aspects of social organization. More
analysis of the relationship between chickees and Seminole sovereignty and governance would have been welcome.
The book's chronological organization has benefits and drawbacks. On the upside, historical change is readily understood as
such, profiled builders are credited for their innovations, and readers glimpse the larger political, economic, colonial, and cultural
contexts that effected change. The middle chapters-after brief
introductory ones on Native Anierican architecture and chickees as a form-offer thorough and illuminating accounts of how
chickees appeared in earlier scholarship and government reports
as well as in oral histories, historical photographs, and related
archival sources. This organization has at least two disadvantages.
First, the analytical themes (e.g., cultural symbols, shifting political economy, land use and ecology, gender relations, governance)
are muted by the focus on chronological change; second, Dilley's
most original data-from the 2009 chickee survey at Big Cypress
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and observations about current chickee use and resurgence-are
buried in the book's final chapters. Remarkably, the chickee survey
showed there to be more chickees than (all other) buildings on the
reservation. A table of chickee use categories provides a fascinating snapshot of changes that Dilley wrote about in other chapters:
for example, chickees used for recreation have become the most
numerous (138).
This welcome volume generates questions that it does not aim
or claim to answer in full: If, as Dilley argues, chickees long had
been primarily utilitarian structures, how should we understand
their present-day power as symbols and materializations of Seminole cultural identity? Dilley rightly emphasizes cultural tradition;
this then leads to the question of how the meaning and value of
culture and tradition themselves have shifted in recent Seminole and South Florida history. Thatched Roofs and Open Sides feels
not unlike the structures it analyzes: stable and secure, but with
"sides" open to further research and interpretation. It is a valuable book for readers interested in Native American architecture
as well as those-most notably, Seminole Tribe of Florida citizens
and employees-concerned with Seminole history and material
culture.
Jessica R. Cattelino

University of California, Los Angeles

Lincoln and the U.S. Colored Troops.
By John David Smith.
(Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 2013.
Acknowledgments, notes, index. Pp.168. $24.95 cloth.)
The Concise Lincoln Library is a serial project of the Southern
Illinois University Press, which offers short volumes that deal with
one aspect or another of the life and times of the sixteenth president. The series includes offerings by such historians as Brian R.
Dirck (Lincoln and the Constitution) ,John F. Marszalek (Lincoln and
the Military), and John C. Rodrigue (Lincoln and Reconstruction), as
well as a dozen others. One recent addition to the series is John
David Smith's Lincoln and the U.S. Colored Troops. Smith teaches
history at the University of North Carolina (Charlotte) and edited
the collection titled Black Soldiers in Blue: African American Troops
in the Civil War Era (2002), to which he also contributed an essay.
Lincoln and the U.S. Colored Troops is organized into three parts: an

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol95/iss1/6

6

Society: Book Reviews

114

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

introduction and chapter in which the story of the Civil War up
to Emancipation (and Lincoln's thought processes) are set forth;
three chapters having to do with the U.S. Colored Troops themselves; and an afterword.
Although Confederate leaders proclaimed from the very beginning that slavery lay at the bottom of the secessionist movement, Lincoln was reluctant to interfere with property rights, including the
right to own human beings, lest he tip the balance of public opinion
in the still-loyal border states: Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri.
The Union general Benjamin Butler was far in advance of administration policy in May 1861 when he put escaped slaves to work at
Fort Monroe, Virginia, reasoning that since they were property, they
were "contraband of war," and subject to confiscation. Time and
again throughout the war, field commanders made decisions that
the administration only later, sometimes reluctantly, adopted.
As the rebellion persisted, and Union armies sustained a number of defeats (First and Second Manassas, Wilson's Creek, the
Seven Days' Battles outside Richmond), the North came to realize
that it was fighting a serious war, and Congress passed the First and
Second Confiscation Acts and the Militia Act of 1862, appropriating rebels' human property and putting it to work for the Union
cause. Army regulations changed so that officers were forbidden
to return escaped slaves to their owners. Finally, in the summer of
1862, Lincoln resolved to strike at the root of the rebellion, and
free all slaves in hostile territory; Union armies in the Mississippi
valley had seized much rebel-held territory during the previous
year and could be counted on to gain further ground in 1863.
By this time (January 1863), the Union's regional commanders
in Kansas, Louisiana and South Carolina had experimented with
raising regiments of black troops-independently of each otherand with varying degrees of interference from Washington. Now
the tap was opened to a vast reservoir of manpower. Before the
war was over, some 180,000 black men had served in the armies of
the North (although the greatest number at any one time came to
slightly more than 100,000, in April 1865). In the spring of 1865,
black soldiers alone outnumbered all Confederate soldiers in the
field, in all theaters of the war. All this, and Lincoln's reasoning at
various stages of the war, the author presents in a straightforward
and satisfactory manner.
When Smith deals with the Colored Troops themselves,
though, in chapters headed "Emancipation and Mobilization,"
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"Discrimination Front and Rear," and "Battles, Massacres, Parades,"
errors of fact and interpret~tion abound. Only a few instances can
be cited in a review of this length.
Smith states that the 9th Louisiana (African Descent) "lost
almost 45 percent of its men" in the fight at Milliken's Bend, "the
highest proportional loss by a unit in a single engagement in the
war" (78). At Gettysburg, the 1st Minnesota Infantry and the l 4lst
Pennsylvania Infantry each lost 75 percent or more of the men
present in their ranks. Horrendous losses among the troops most
heavily engaged could be expected in most large engagements of
the war.
Smith quotes exaggerated praise of the Colored Troops, and
from secondary sources, at that. "They charged and re-charged
and didn't know what retreat meant," one such source wrote about
the assault on the Confederate trenches at Port Hudson. "They
lost in their two regiments some four hundred men as near as I can
learn" (77-78). An eyewitness would have known that the charge
stopped short of its objective. Smith could easily have referred to
the Official Records and learned that casualties in the two regiments
amounted to 180 killed, wounded and missing (the Confederate
defenders suffered no casualties).
Smith cites General William T. Sherman's well-known aversion
to black people, and blames itfor Sherman's objection to the activities of recruiters from northern states who were trying to sign up
southern black men to meet their states' draft quotas. Sherman,
advancing on Atlanta in the summer of 1864, was operating at the
end of a supply line that stretched back to Louisville, and did not
want recruiters poaching expert civilian teamsters and roustabouts
and turning them into inept military recruits. Besides, Sherman
may be the only Union general on record as recognizing that the
first priority for newly freed male slaves was to take care of their
families, not to join the army.
Besides these, there are puzzling mistakes. For instance, there
was no such organization as "the Twenty-Fifth U.S. Cavalry" (111).
The 2nd U.S. Colored Infantry was organized in northern Virginia,
not in Philadelphia, and was hardly likely to have been stoned by a
hostile mob in that city (112). These and other errors throughout
the text make it impossible for this reviewer to recommend Lincoln
and the US, Colored Troops.
William A. Dobak
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Lincoln and Reconstruction. By John C. Rodrigue. (Carbondale:
Southern Illinois University Press, 2013. Acknowledgments,
notes, bibliography, index. Pp. x, 176. $19.95 cloth.)
Contemporary studies of Lincoln sometimes overemphasize
his progressiveness on race or wrongly assume that each policy
decision inevitably led to other commitments that seem logical
from a twenty-first century perspective. Rodrigue's valuable study
largely avoids these dangers and addresses an important subject
with insight and care. He shows that Lincoln's basic approach
to reconstruction was "restoration" but analyzes how and to what
extent decisions and events forced him "to expand his definition"
(3). Still, "by the end of the war, Lincoln had come nowhere near
working out the issues that a genuine reconstruction entailed,"
though "he had begun to think seriously about them" ( 4).
For Lincoln the war "was essentially about" inducing the rebels
"to renounce their Confederate loyalty and resume their allegiance
to the Union." Although emancipation raised a host of new issues,
Lincoln remained drawn to "a policy of conciliation" (86). Rodrigue
rightly recognizes that Lincoln "was the master of ambiguity when
it served his purpose" (114) and never fully resolved the "tensions
between his two modes of thought on reconstruction" (140).
Lincoln "saw colonization as integral to ridding the United
States of slavery, not just before the war but well into it; and once
the war commenced, colonization became central to his early
approach to reconstruction" (11). "[D]uring the first two years
of his presidency, he envisioned a United States without slavery as
one without black people" (25). However, the Emancipation Proclamation, the wartime service of black soldiers, and the failure of
colonization efforts altered his agenda in several respects.
With the Emancipation Proclamation whole regions, rather
than individuals, were defined as in rebellion, and "even loyal
slaveholders would lose their slaves" ( 35). The final proclamation
"broke the historic link between emancipation and colonization"
(42) . Free labor entailed broader social transformations, but what
form would they take? Would abolition "be a condition for state
readmission after January 1" (36)? What other conditions would
be required for readmission? How would one measure loyalty?
What would be the role of Congress?
Lincoln's ten-percent plan, announced at the end of 1863,
did not silence opposition to the Emancipation Proclamation or
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"preclude the possibility of Confederates suing for peace on the
basis of preserving slavery1' (73). Its provisions for amnesty were
clearly conciliatory. Nevertheless, it announced Lincoln's intention that abolishing slavery would be a condition of readmission.
Joining abolition to reunion brought "the restorationist and the
genuinely reconstructionist dimensions of Lincoln's approach to
reconstruction increasingly into conflict" (74). Rodrigue carefully
summarizes the events in occupied portions of Louisiana, Arkansas, and Tennessee, where Lincoln worked to establish loyal governments. He shows that Lincoln had made "little progress" by the
end of 1864 (108). Moreover, Congress, determined to have a role
in reconstruction and blocked admission of representatives from
any of the ten-percent governments.
To the end of his life Lincoln had a "divided mind on reconstruction." He hoped to bring the seceded states back into the
Union promptly, but he also endorsed black suffrage for some African Arrierican men in his last address. Much remained unclear.
"[E]ven by his death Lincoln had not quite fully embraced equality
before the law or black suffrage" (98); "it remained unclear whether ratification [of the 13th Arriendment] would be required for
readmission" (116); and "he ... gave no indication that he would
require black suffrage as a term of readmission" (142).
What Lincoln would have done, had he lived to finish his second term, remains one of the "history's great 'what-ifs"' (143).
Surely Rodrigue is correct, however, in saying that "as an eminently pragmatic politician," Lincoln would have been more flexible than Andrew Johnson and would have worked with Congress
( 4). Rodrigue also is persuasive in asserting that "a postwar reconstruction under Lincoln would have foundered not on race but
on economics" (5). Lincoln was "decidedly unsympathetic to land
confiscation" (126). His "approach to property, as was the case
with everything else during the war, was motivated by the goals
of regaining the allegiance of white southerners and ending the
rebellion." He would not have supported measures necessary "to
bring about the economic and political destruction of the southern
planter elite" (102).
The "errors" (110) that Lincoln made in dealing with Confederates during the last weeks of the war - such as encouraging Virginia's legislature to assemble - showed his desire to conciliate, his
hopes of gaining southern cooperation in reconstruction, and his
eagerness to end disorder and bloodshed. In spite of these facts,
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Rodrigue remains hesitant to accept parts of the detailed accounts
of the Hampton Roads Conference that Alexander Stephens and
John A. Campbell wrote immediately thereafter. Especially striking is his omission of the fact that both men recorded Secretary of
State Seward as suggesting to the Confederates -without any direct
contradiction from Lincoln - that they could block the ratification
of the 13th Amendment by promptly rejoining the Union. Yet Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address, and the proposed amendments
to the Constitution that he drafted immediately after the Hampton
Roads Conference, show that a desire for reconciliation dominated
his thinking at that point. Despite this reservation, it is clear that
Rodrigue has written a carefully researched, thoughtful, and valuable book that must be consulted by scholars in the future.
Paul D. Escott

Wake Forest University

A Cultural History ofthe Firstjazz and Blues Communities inJacksonville,
Florida, 1896-1916: A Contribution of African Americans to
American Theater. By Peter Dunbaugh Smith. (Lewiston, NY:
Edwin Mellen, 2015. Foreword, bibliography, index, Pp. v, 219.
$159.95 paper)
Jacksonville, Florida, was one of the social and cultural centers of the United States during the early twentieth century according to Peter Dunbaugh Smith in his well-written and extensively
researched book, A Cultural History of the First Jazz and Blues Communities in Jacksonville, Florida. Centering his study in the rich heritage
of the LaVilla community centered around the African American
enclave that is Ashley Street, Smith draws a line straight through
Jacksonville. He explores the impact of the many new cultural,
artistic, and theatrical movements which emerged during the early
part of the twentieth century. As vaudeville expanded and new
opportunities were created for talented African American artists
and performers, the LaVilla community fostered the intellectual
development of some of the best known actors, musicians, and
performers of the early twentieth-century era. African Americans
utilized the theater to articulate their feelings about America and
life after slavery.
Smith traces the various theatrical and artistic movements as
they impacted society and how each of them had a connection with
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Jacksonville. Early in the book, he focuses on the work of James
Weldon and Rosamond Johnson, two of the most prolific performers of this period, to demonstrate how they cross-pollenated much
of the cultural happenings of the period. Their parents, a school
teacher and head waiter, created opportunities for James Weldon
and Rosamond to develop intellectually and culturally. They were
reared in and around the culturally rich LaVilla community. The
theater life created in and around LaVilla worked as a magnet,
drawing talented performers from all over the world to the venues they offered. Jacksonville was a flourishing city with a thriving
African American arts community, which was fueled by the intellectual opportunities offered by those who congregated there . African
Americans flocked to the city during the Civil War, giving them
a numerical advantage there in terms of population for much of
the early twentieth century. A progressive, well-educated group of
freedmen created, for a time, a racial safe haven for opportunistic
African Americans in Jacksonville.
With one of Florida's few African American high schools,Jacksonville served as an incubator for the latent talent residing in the
South. Rosamond and James Weldon Johnson helped nurture
this talent and even participated in the cultural expansion which
occurred there. Rosamond Johnson, who was a classically trained
musician, lent his talents to training other local youth in music.
He was a creative genius who worked with his brother and others to develop the nascent African American theatrical community.
James Weldon Johnson was a highly educated teacher who was the
first African American to pass the Florida Bar. He later served as
principal of Stanton Normal school where he created a standard of
academic excellence which was unheard of in most of the South.
Together, the brothers found a welcoming and open audience in
Jacksonville, and later New York, for their musical and theatrical
contributions.
By the time the Johnsons came to national prominence, Jacksonville was well on its way to becoming a center of influence in
the arts. During Reconstruction, African Americans utilized their
numerical superiority to create a social life that was different from
many other parts of the South. After the 1901 fire, Jacksonville
found itself in a period of flux as literally thousands of people both
flocked to Jacksonville and left the city as a result of the destruction. As Jacksonville's citizens struggled to rebuild the city, racial
tensions were exacerbated and what had once been a fairly racially
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cohesive city deteriorated into a racial miasma which almost saw
James WeldonJohnson lynched. By 1905, the Johnson bothers had
disavowed their original love for their hometown and began to
refer to it as a "Cracker town." They moved to New York where they
plied their wares on the theater circuit achieving a level of success.
Meanwhile, the theater community survived and even thrived
in Jacksonville. Ashley Street was the location of several well
respected theaters, which nurtured the talents of some of the
most respected African American entertainers. There were several
prominent figures who invested in the arts and helped Jacksonville
establish a theatrical community which drew entertainers from
all over the country. Whether it was the Blues, Jazz, Vaudeville, or
minstrelsy, Jacksonville proved to be a wonderful place to show
off one's skills. Many of the acts developed on Jacksonville's stages
were later tried out on larger audiences and then made into international successes.
Smith utilizes a plethora of sources mining almost all of the
major scholarly sources. He puts together an engaging narrative
which sticks closely to its thesis. The book is very well organized
and researched and has many anecdotal references to back up his
points. It is a good read and provides a useful analysis for understanding the role of the arts in the public life of African Americans. I highly recommend this book for anyone who is interested
in understanding the cultural life of African Americans during
the early twentieth century and especially recommend this book
to anyone who wants to understand the role African Americans
played inJacksonville's cultural development.
Abel A. Bartley

Clemson University

The Flarida Land Boom of the 1920s. By Gregg M. Turner. Qefferson,
NC: McFarland, 2015. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.
Pp. 183. $39.95 paper.)

Gregg Turner, who has written several books about the railroad
history of Florida, provides yet another colorful book in The Florida
Land Boom of the 1920s. California's gold rush of 1849 and the Klondike gold rush of 1898 pale when compared to the Florida land
boom of 1925. Florida's boom was the greatest speculative frenzy
in history.
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Turner makes important contributions to Florida history by capturing the madness in paradise, which reflected the mood of the
country during the Roaring Twenties. America rebelled against the
so-called morality of the Great War and Prohibition. Making money
was the national obsession as business became the new religion. President Calvin Coolidge, who agreed that business was a religion, was
the nation's foremost promoter. Because unemployment was low
and production was high, Coolidge-prosperity seemed real to most
Americans, who thought it would last forever. Between 1920 and 1929
annual automobile production more than doubled, and by 1929, 26.
7 million cars were traveling on thousands of miles of new roads.
A different kind of snowbird migrated to Florida in the 1920s
as compared to the 1890s. Instead of traveling in private railroad
cars, middle-class boomers headed south in their Fords. Indeed,
the leading businessman of the day was Henry Ford, whose methods of mass production created the car culture. He gave the middle
class a new life-style and a feeling of limitless opportunity. By 1927,
the Ford Motor Company had sold 15 million cars at a cost as low
as $290 each. Behind the wheel of a Model T, the average American
felt prosperous and free. The car liberated the farmer from the
farm and the factory worker from the city. It turned the country
into a nation of nomads. Searching for adventure and bonanza,
hordes of modern pioneers drove to the last frontier. They found a
speculative boom of historic proportions.
Florida's climate, new roads, and low taxes had appeal, but
the chance of easy money fueled the hysteria. Real estate promoters littered the state with subdivisions while tales of quick profits
caught the attention of the nation. Even William Jennings Bryan,
the former secretary of state and three time Democratic nominee
for president, became a believer in Florida. When he was not crusading for anti-evolution laws, Bryan lectured about the virtues of
God's sunshine. At the end of his career, Bryan used his considerable credibility to peddle Florida real estate. George Edgar Merrick,
the developer of Coral Gables, paid Bryan as much as $100,000 a
year in cash and real estate, to promote his project. The "Great
Commoner" Bryan died at the height of the boom. He spent his
last days telling prospects that "Miami was the only city in the world
where you could tell a lie at breakfast that would come true by
evening." Bryan's fervor was not lost on his benefactor. Merrick, a
captive of his own publicity, asserted that Coral Gables was: "Where
Your Castles in Spain Are Made Real" (58, 60, 63) !
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Turner also focused on Addison Mizner, an architect who
reached the pinnacle of promoters. Mizner designed a grandiose
plan to transform obscure Boca Raton into "the Dream City of the
Western World." The ego and imagination of Mizner epitomized
the promoters in paradise. After purchasing two miles of oceanfront
and sixteen thousand undeveloped acres, which was an immense
project even by boom standards, the Mizner Development Corporation effusively declared in nationwide newspaper advertisements:
"ART AND NATURE unite to create the world's most beautiful and
distinctive resort of wealth and fashion in the newly conceived and
now actually building BOCA RATON" (81, 82).
In 1925, Mizner's company announced "the Culminating
Achievement of an INSPIRED ARCHITECT," a new development
that would feature a $6 million oceanfront hotel named "Castillo Del Rey (King's Castle)" (80). It would be the world's "most
complete and artistic hostelry" with 1,000 rooms and hundreds of
apartments. Even though casino gambling was illegal, the resort
city would include a casino, along with a polo field, two worldclass golf courses, tennis courts, private beaches, an airport, and
a marina to house the yachts that would be cruising through the
lagoons and lakes of Boca Raton's twenty miles of waterways. A new
generation of conquistadors would know when they reached the
enchanted land. They would leave behind the congested Dixie
Highway to enter Camino Real, a royal highway inspired by Rio
de Janeiro's famous Botafogo Canal. To capture the romance of
the Old World, a Venetian Canal would run through the center of
the road, and imported Italian gondolas would ferry prospects and
guests throughout the development (80).
Turner's book about the boom in paradise is well-researched
and well-written. Anyone interested in the history of Florida will
want to add this book to their collection.
Raymond B. Vickers

I

Florida State University

Democracy Abroad, Lynching at Home: Racial Violence in Rorida.
By Tameka Bradley Hobbs. (Gainesville: University Press of
Florida, 2015. Acknowledgements, figures, notes, bibliography,
index. Pp xiv, 273. $74.95 cloth.)
Tameka Bradley Hobbs first learned the name Willie James
Howard from a professor when she was sophomore at Florida
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A&M University. She grew up in Live Oak, where in 1944 white
men forced the barely pubescent boy to jump into the Suwannee
River in front of his father. The young Howard received a summary
death penalty for offering some innocently intimate words to the
daughter of one of his killers. After Willie's father watched him die,
his killers drove the elder Howard back to work.
In the acknowledgements of her powerful new book, Hobbs
describes the moment when her grandfather confirmed the truth
of Howard's story for her. It was the first time she had ever discussed his life during Jim Crow. It led Hobbs to a deeper, sadder
understanding of her grandfather: "His seemingly prideful determination to accumulate wealth. His sometimes explosive anger.
His forceful command of the household, his church, his neighborhood, and everyone he encountered within them. He demanded
respect from everyone, perhaps in order to compensate for the
habitual disrespect of his humanity, his manhood that he had experienced during his life. Growing up as a black boy in the segregated
South, my grandfather swallowed many a bitter pill, and that bitterness shaped the man he eventually became. He survived the same
society that killed Willie James Howard and lived to tell the story.
He was not, however, without scars" (xiv).
America uses so many euphemisms - lynching, Jim Crow, racism - for forcing a man to watch his son murdered as a traditional
method of governing. They are inadequate to the task of documenting the compounding generational desolation of living at the
sharp end of that system.
To strip away the euphemism and reveal what's beneath, to
link what has happened to what is happening should be the purpose of history. It's where Hobbs' book succeeds brilliantly and
heartbreakingly.
And that makes Democracy Abroad, Lynching at Home a bit of a
misleading title. At its core, Hobbs' book revolves around powerful
case studies of four World War II-era lynchings in rural northwest
Florida. These are riveting historical journalism, based largely on
oral histories and other existing sources. Discussion at the beginning and end of the book seeks to place the four stories in the context of two general historical forces: 1) The transition of extra-legal
racial violence from the open, macabre spectacle of the mass mob
into secretive and more publicly palatable, "private mobs." The
transition is best represented by the difference between Claude
Neal's hideous open festival of mutilation in 1934 Marianna and
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Hobbs' account of Cellos Harrison's secretive murder in 1943
Marianna. 2) How the need to counter German and Japanese
propaganda about American racial violence and hypocrisy helped
pressure Florida and the United States to stamp out lynching.
Both forces are real and Hobbs explains them elegantly with
well-researched insight. But the World War II theme doesn't seem
hugely applicable to the actual lynchings Hobbs describes. Other
than perhaps forcing local law enforcement to pretend to care, war
effort concerns intersect with lynching politics more at a national
level.
And the private mob transition, which is essentially a history
of anti-lynching forces in Florida, suffers from the same hole that
Florida's general historiography does. It doesn't reckon with the
very real and at times violent confrontation between Florida state
power and mob rule between 1923 and 1928. A handful of sheriffs
and prosecutors, along with Florida governor John Martin, gradually beat back many of the public mobs terrorizing multi-racial victims throughout most of Florida. Lynchings retreated, as Hobbs
points out, to rural and isolated areas, like Florida's "Black Belt"
counties.
Abstract moral advocacy mattered in reducing lynching. But
it is only part of the story. The sporadic, but forceful, application
of police power in 1920s Florida upped the price for vigilantism
as well. This stands out against the indifferent incompetence, if
not active participation, of police and state officials in Hobbs'
accounts. In any event, the case studies themselves are the beating
heart of Hobbs' book. Methodical and measured in tone, Hobbs
takes the official accounts of the lynchers seriously. And then she
carefully deconstructs them. The violence and state-sanctioned terrorism of lynching is bad enough; but it was always accompanied
by an apparatus of falsehood explicitly designed to prevent justice
or even comfort.
Thus, the suffering and terror of whole families and communities reverberates forward through time from the moment of violence. Hobbs' book explores this grim landscape of post-lynching
lying and psychology with great care and emotional intelligence.
The official story of the Howard killing became that the lynchers only meant to scare the boy. Instead, he committed suicide
by jumping into Suwannee River in a burst of panic. Authorities
forced Howard's father to participate in the lie. It wasn't until
months later, with the help of Harry T. Moore, that James Howard
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could give his account of knowing his son would be murdered in
front of him - and then saying goodbye. Hobbs points out that a
Suwannee County constable, one year later, forced a black World
War I veteran to jump to his death in the Suwannee River, just like
Willie Howard. Hobbs also notes that "life went on as usual" for
the Goff family, whose daughter Cynthia was the girl toward whom
Willie directed his innocently flirtatious language. Specifically,
"ThatJune they held a swimming party at the Suwannee Springsthe very place six months earlier where Phil Goff forced Willie
James Howard to jump to his death ... Later in September, Cynthia
Goff was elected junior class treasurer at Suwannee County High
School" (146). Meanwhile, James and Lula Howard, Willie's parents, left Live Oak almost immediately. Writes Hobbs, "The lynchers made the decision to intentionally emasculate Qames Howard],
forcing him to stand by and witness the murder of his only child.
While James Howard was not physically harmed, he was socially
castrated by being forced to witness the symbols of his manhood
being destroyed: his ability to protect his child and the loss of his
progeny-his male heir who would have borne the standard of his
family's name and lineage" (144).
Mapping and comparing these two authentic, irreconcilable
American stories is hard, painful, thankless work. In taking it up,
Tameka Bradley Hobbs has done her home town, her state, and
her country a great service.
Billy Townsend

Lakeland, Florida

Crossing the Line: Women's Interracial Activism in South Carolina during
and after World War II. By Cherisse Jones-Branch. (Gainesville:
University of Florida Press, 2014. Acknowledgements, notes,
bibliography, index. Pp. x, 176. $69.95 cloth.)

Women played a significant role in the Civil Rights Movement,
though their actions were often unheralded, both at the time and
in subsequent scholarship. Much has been done to rectify the latter, to which we can now add Cherisse Jones:..Branch's estimable
study of women in South Carolina during the 1940s, 1950s, and
1960s.
Jones-Branch, an associate professor of history at Arkansas
State University, rightly focuses on women's organizations-their
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development, leadership, and integration-to gauge the extent
to which women were active in the major civil rights battles that
affected the Palmetto State. Among the major organizations that
figure inJones-Branch's analysis are United Church Women, South
Carolina's largest YWCAs (located in Greenville, Columbia, and
Charleston), and the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP). Nonetheless, Jones-Branch wisely
avoids anthropomorphizing institutions, always keeping historical
actors at the center of her discussions.
A fascinating aspect of these organizations is the portrait that
emerges of the Greenville YWCA. While Greenville itself was (and
remains) politically and religiously conservative, the Greenville
YWCA was among the most progressive racial voices in the entire
state. According to Jones-Branch, by the mid-1940s the Greenville
YWCA had "made the strongest efforts ... to improve conditions for
African Americans and women in the state" (55). Subsequently, the
Greenville YWCA supported the Brown decision; attacked attempts
to block desegregation; gradually desegregated its own organization; opposed repeal of South Carolina's compulsory school attendance law; and supported two lawsuits to desegregate the Greenville
airport and county library system in the 1960s. Jones-Branch suggests that the YWCA's views might have been influenced by the fact
that slavery had never flourished in Upstate South Carolina, which
meant that the number of African Americans was low compared to
other parts of the state. Nevertheless, she believes that the biggest
factor was the desire of Greenville's business leaders to promote a
"progressive image for the city" in order to encourage investment
(55). While this supposition is reasonable, it begs the question of
why business leaders in other Southern cities did not feel similarly
inclined.
The strengths of the book include the mini-biographies that
Jones-Branch provides of the salient personages that populate her
narrative. Among these are Septima Clark (South Carolina educator and civil rights activist), Edith Mitchell Dabbs (a leader of
the United Council of Church Women of South Carolina), Wil
Lou Gray (a pioneer of adult education in South Carolina), Hattie
Duckett Logan (founder of the Phyllis Wheatley Center in Greenville), Modjeska Monteith Simpkins (a co-founder of the South
Carolina NAACP), and Alice Norwood Spearman Wright (Executive Director of the South Carolina Council on Human Relations).
Jones-Branch also understandably highlights one man-Federal
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Judge]. Waties Waring-,.-for his profound influence on civil rights
jurisprudence, notably his decision in Briggs. v. Elliot, in which he
ruled that the separate but equal doctrine was unconstitutional.
Jones-Branch also highlights the lesser-known impact of a speech
given by Waring's wife at the Charleston YWCA in 1950. In short,
she excoriated the doctrine of racial supremacy, which consequently caused many whites to denounce her with almost evangelical fervor. Jones-Branch skillfully uses this episode to illustrate the
intersection of gender, racial ideology, and institutional politics.
In this otherwise fine study, a few topics might have received
further investigation. Jones-Branch notes that most South Carolinians lived in rural areas or towns of fewer than 2,500 inhabitants in
1940, and yet her analysis focuses on urban centers. To what extent
(if any) does that skew our perception of race relations in South
Carolina? Even among urban areas, Jones-Branch acknowledges
important differences-for example, between Greenville/Columbia versus Charleston; a fuller accounting of Charleston's relative
conservatism would have been helpful. Elsewhere, with reference
to religion, Jones-Branch indicates that she concentrated on Protestant women because they represented the largest religious group
in South Carolina. Given the strain of social justice within Catholicism, as well as the size and age of Charleston's Jewish community,
additional discussion of Catholic and Jewish activism would have
enriched the narrative, particularly in light of the author's comment that ecumenicalism was "less extensive" in South Carolina
than in other parts of the country- a comment that seems to raise
more questions than it answers (119).
A final observation concerns terminology. The title of the book
suggests that white and African American women agreed over, and
cooperated in, racial activism. To be sure,Jones-Branch attempts to
give white women as much credit as possible, concluding that their
efforts, while "limited," supported "racial and social change" (124).
Nevertheless, the evidence adduced by Jones-Branch provides
only minimal corroboration that black and white women shared
objectives or tactics. Jones-Branch admits as much throughout the
narrative, but only in the epilogue does she make the necessary
analytical distinction explicit: African American women supported
racial "activism," while-for the most part- white women supported racial "understanding," the former encompassing far more than
the latter (121). If this distinction had been made clearer from
the very beginning- and had the book's title reflected it-then, in
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the pages that followed, the "limited" (and sometimes even counter-productive) actions of white women would have been more
explicable.
These minor concerns aside,Jones-Branch has provided historians, students, and the general public with an enlightening, wellwritten, and timely study. It should be read by anybody with an
interest in the development-and continually unfolding story-of
racial justice in American society.
A. Scott Henderson

Furman University

Jim Crow Wisdom: Memory & Identity in Black America since 1940.
By Jonathan Holloway. (Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2013. Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. Pp. xiv, 288. $39.95 cloth.)
I could say this book is a pleasure to read, for in many ways it is.
It is beautifully written and brimming with insight. In terms of style,
the great care given to form is unusual in an academic book. This
adds to the reading pleasure. What is not a pleasure however is the
disturbing content, all the subtle ways racism continues to haunt
the United States. Americans may like to think of their society as
'post racist,' a thought reinforced by having a black president in
the White House. Image is not reality though, as Jonathan Holloway shows in this riveting book. For some Americans, racism is
something that happened in the South many years ago. The idea
brings forth images of white robes and burning crosses, things
which disappeared, they assume, with the civil rights movement
and the canonization of Martin Luther King Jr. Holloway reveals a
more subtle racism, the everyday racism which permeates the black
experience in America even today.
The first part of the title, 'Jim Crow Wisdom," refers to the
common sense knowledge gained from that experience, knowledge
which must be passed on over the generations. Jim Crow wisdom
is what black parents must offer their children if they are to get by
without too much 'embarrassment.' One of the dilemmas of black
parenting is the timing of just when, at what age, and how, in what
context, this knowledge is transmitted to their children. For Holloway, it occurred on the way to grade school in his father's car. Mixing personal memory with historical analysis, the author dispenses
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Jim Crow wisdom to the reader throughout the book's chapters.
His aim is to convey how the "black voice .. .is articulated through
personal and public memories" (3). This is achieved through an
analysis of the arts and popular culture, tourist guides and sites,
and scholarly literature. There is a telling discussion of the guide
books written for prospective African American travelers, a form
of popular literature many readers will most likely be surprised to
learn about. The issue of which motel to stay at, for example, is
usually an economic matter. This was not so for blacks of course,
where one had to look for subtle cues, such as the name or location
of the place. The same was true for satisfying other bodily needs,
like eating and using the restroom. In one telling example of this
Jim Crow wisdom, the author recounts how his father, an Air Force
colonel, insisted that his son 'go to the bathroom' before the start
on an automobile journey. This might be something all parents of
small children are likely to do, but not for the same reason. The
difference is telling.
In addition to the many profound and moving examples from
his growing up, the author skillfully weaves in issues of more academic concern. The introduction takes up the distinction between
history and memory, as well as the notion of collective memory,
especially as it relates to race. The idea and reality of 'black memory' is what the book intends to exemplify. Holloway clearly sides
with those who believe that memory, though it may be rooted in
individual consciousness, is thoroughly social in content. While
acknowledging that 'memory and history are fundamentally at
odds with each other' (9), he holds that each has its own value and
validity. The role of music and the arts in articulating the black
experience, and thus black memory, is given an important place. I
was especially enlightened by the inclusion of dance, most particularly the Alvin Ailey Dance Theater, in this process. The continued
rise of a black middle class in the United States has extended the
means through which the black experience is rep resented.
Jim Crow Wisdom reminds me of Richard Sennett and Jonathan Cobb's classic book The Hidden Injuries of Class (1972). In fact,
the book under review might well have been titled "The Hidden
Injuries of Race." Jonathan Holloway grew up in comfortable middle class surroundings, his parents were well-educated and, as the
son of a high ranking officer, he never experienced many of the
everyday cruelties his book recounts. His first hand experiences
of Jim Crow America were mild, as he most readily admits; others
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had it much worse. The force of Holloway's book is that it reveals
the more deeply hidden injuries of race as they include the middle class, the ones rarely seen from the outside. This is his great
contribution.
Ron Eyerman

Yale University

Destination Dirie: Tourism & Southern History. Edited by Karen
L. Cox. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2012.
Acknowledgments, figures, illustrations, index. Pp. ix, 320.
$39.95 cloth.)
Tourism has long been an important industry in the South,
but only in recent years have historians turned their attention to
the industry's history. A collection of thirteen essays edited and
introduced by Karen L. Cox, Destination Dixie is the latest book to
shed light on the multifaceted world of southern tourism. It does
so through the lens of memory. Focusing on attempts to memorialize and celebrate the history of the South, from Florida to Missouri,
the essays collectively reveal the contested ground of history and
memory, exposing the ironies and struggles inherent in the process of packaging that history for tourist consumption.
Cox has done an admirable job of gathering essays that cover
touristic treatment of a broad chronological and geographical
swath of southern history, from Sarah M. Goldberger's straightforward narrative of the preservation and presentation of Yorktown National Battlefield in Virginia to Glenn T. Eskew's essay
chronicling the competing visions of tourism promoters in Selma,
Alabama. Given Cox's expertise in dealing with the interplay of
imagery and southern history, it is not surprising that most of the
essays deal with elements of this topic. In his essay on the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park, Richard D. Starnes finds that the
National Park Service was beholden to romantic images of Appalachia - its natural environment and its inhabitants - and ultimately
presented to tourists a "scripted wilderness with a sanitized view of
human history that reinforced and validated their existing notions
... " (280). Alisa Y Harrison found the romanticism of the Old
South in full display at the 1969 opening of North Carolina's Somerset Place State Historic Site, which "suppressed African American history and embedded white supremacy deeply within the
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site's interpretive approach" (127). In his study of Tupelo, Mississippi's efforts to commemorate the boyhood home of Elvis Presley,
Michael T. Bertrand probes the intersection of community memory and class. Tupelo's decision to gussy up the shotgun home of the
impoverished Presleys reflects an uneasy relationship between the
city's better sort and the story of Tupelo's most famous son, a relationship bound to churn up images of inequality and oppression.
Race plays a key role in most of the case studies in Destination Dixie. John Walker Davis and Jennifer Lynn Gross take to
task the tone deaf white leadership of Calhoun County, Alabama,
where the problem is the imbalance between what is celebrated
(a reconstructed iron furnace that never produced iron and an
insignificant Civil War "battle") and what is not (the nationally
significant Annis ton bus burning of 1961.) Barclay Key skillfully
relates the frequently contentious and always awkward process by
which Lawrence County, Alabama, honored its most famous son,
Olympic legend Jesse Owens, with a monument and park. A story
involving both racial cooperation and continuing racial tension,
Key's essay could be summed up in a phrase that applies to many of
the book's essays and to the twenty-first century South in general:
making progress but slowly and incompletely. That seems to be the
conclusion of Ethan]. Kytle and Blain Roberts's anthropologicalhistorical examination of tourism in Charleston, South Carolina,
where the version of history related to the tourist depends largely
on the tour one chooses. In spite of recent attempts to desegregate the city's past, most tourists still receive a strong dose of Old
South mythology at the expense of the role and reality of slavery.
"(P)erhaps the most we can hope for," the authors suggest, "is
that the city's public memory be freed from the strangling grip of
myth" (152). The competing memories motivated by racial cleavages come into sharpest focus in what is probably the book's most
compelling and balanced essay, Eskew's "Selling the Civil Rights
Movement through Black Empowerment in Selma, Alabama."
With its antebellum mansion museum, its Civil War battle site,
and its National Voting Rights Museum and Selma to Montgomery
National Historic Trail, "Selma's marketplace of cultural heritage"
provides a home for "contradictory government-sponsored commemorations ... [and] allows for diverse ideologies to compete
within the realms of southern memory" (161). The only thing on
which Selma's diverse tourism promoters agree is the importance
of tourism for propping up the city's crumbling economy.
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Collectively, the essays reflect a couple of prominent themes.
Tourism operates within a marketplace where memories and histories compete with one another for attention and money, and the
purveyors of historical tourism consequently do not always respond
to the motivations and compunctions of academic history, in spite
of the protests of idealistic historians. This competitive marketplace
continues to provide a range of historical interpretations based
on competing memories of the South, as in Selma or Charleston.
Sometimes the purveyors of historical tourism attempt to encapsulate the disparate strands of the southern experience in one place.
In "A Monument to Many Souths,"]. Vincent Lowery finds this to
be the case at Stone Mountain Park near Atlanta, where a laser-light
show projects the image of Martin Luther King, Jr. onto the granite mountainside holding the carved monuments of Confederate
heroes. The essays also suggest a tradition of agency on the part of
historical tourism entrepreneurs, from North Carolina's Cherokee
"chiefs" to African American tour guides seeking to relay an alternative version of Charleston's history. Andrew K. Frank illustrates
the agency of the Seminoles as they conformed to tourist desires
and profited from a crafted, imaginary past. "More often than not,
the pay-per-view events created rather than displayed authentic
views of Seminole culture and tradition" (294).
For academic historians it is a sober reminder that many more
people will absorb history and historical interpretations at public
history sites, many of which operate in the marketplace of history
and memory. As these essays illustrate, "interpretation at historic
sites has not necessarily caught up with the scholarship" (6).

Brooks Blevins

Published by STARS, 2016

Missouri State University

25

